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June 4, 2025

Israele sta falsamente designando le aree di Gaza come
vuote per bombardarle

www-972mag-com.translate.goog/israel-gaza-empty-neighborhoods-airstrikes

Palestinesi sul sito di un attacco aereo israeliano, nella zona di Jabalia, Gaza, il 1° giugno
2025. (Khalil Kahlout/Flash90)

L'esercito sta utilizzando un algoritmo che sa essere impreciso
per dichiarare i quartieri di Gaza "verdi", ovvero sgomberati dai
residenti, e per effettuare attacchi aerei, uccidendo centinaia di
civili nelle ultime settimane, rivela un'indagine congiunta.

DiYuval Abraham 4 giugno 2025
Secondo due fonti di intelligence che hanno parlato con +972 Magazine e Local Call,
nelle ultime settimane l'esercito israeliano ha lanciato attacchi aerei contro quartieri
residenziali di Gaza che considera evacuati, nonostante sapesse che molte delle case
bombardate erano piene di civili che non potevano o non volevano andarsene.

La designazione da parte dell'esercito di un determinato quartiere come "verde", ovvero
libero dai residenti, si basa su un'analisi algoritmica approssimativa dei modelli di utilizzo
del telefono su un'ampia area, non su una valutazione dettagliata, casa per casa, prima di
un bombardamento, come precedentemente rivelato da +972 Magazine, Local Call e The
New York Times .
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A maggio, due fonti di intelligence hanno notato che l'esercito stava bombardando case e
uccidendo famiglie, mentre internamente registravano che le case erano vuote o quasi
vuote di residenti, sulla base di un calcolo algoritmico difettoso.

"Questa stima dell'occupazione si basa su una serie di algoritmi incredibilmente
scadenti", ha spiegato una fonte di intelligence a +972 e Local Call. "È chiaro che ci sono
molte persone in quelle case. Non sono state evacuate davvero.

"Guardando le tabelle di evacuazione, tutto è verde, il che significa che rimane tra lo 0 e il
20% della popolazione. Tutta l'area in cui ci trovavamo, a Khan Younis, era
contrassegnata in verde, ma chiaramente non lo era", ha aggiunto la fonte.

La scorsa settimana, un attacco aereo a Khan Younis ha colpito la casa della dottoressa
Alaa Al-Najjar, uccidendo nove dei suoi 10 bambini piccoli e suo marito, il dottor Hamdi
al-Najjar, deceduto pochi giorni dopo per le ferite riportate. "Alcuni [dei bambini] sono stati
mutilati e tutti sono stati ustionati", ha dichiarato al Guardian il fratello del marito . In un
comunicato stampa diffuso dopo l'incidente, l'esercito ha dichiarato di aver preso di mira
dei "sospetti" e che Khan Younis era stata evacuata. 

I palestinesi piangono le vittime di un attacco aereo israeliano fuori dall'ospedale Nasser di Khan
Younis, nella Striscia di Gaza meridionale, il 3 giugno 2025. (Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90)

Before designating a neighborhood as “green,” the intelligence algorithm calculates the
number of residents in each house according to the area’s estimated evacuation rate. If
the algorithm estimates that 80 percent of residents have left, then the expected number
of casualties per house is reduced by 80 percent, often without dedicating time to a
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detailed examination. In a house where 10 Palestinians lived before the war, for example,
the system would show that only two remained. “It’s a statistical approach to errors,” said
one intelligence source.

In this way, the army can approve more airstrikes and claim they adhere to the principle of
proportionality, sources said. They added that the army does not conduct post-strike
assessments to determine how many civilians were actually killed, and for this reason, it
also does not know how many Palestinians it has killed since October 7. 

While the statistical calculation falsely estimates the number of civilians in each house,
the mass killing of civilians in Gaza is not a result of a mistake, but a direct consequence
of Israel’s lenient policies regarding civilian harm, multiple sources have said. As
previously reported by +972 Magazine and Local Call, army policy allowed officers to kill
up to 20 civilians in each house where a junior militant was present and hundreds of
civilians when the target was more senior.

Dr. Marta Bo, a senior international law researcher at the Asser Institute in The Hague,
told +972 and Local Call that using statistical and imprecise data to determine harm to
civilians could be considered a violation of the principle of precaution in international law,
which requires states to take measures to minimize anticipated harm to the civilian
population.

The two sources explained that since Israel violated the ceasefire in March, most of the
military personnel the Israeli army has targeted are low-level, and at times have no rank
at all — classified in intelligence records merely as “operative,” indicating a status even
lower than that of squad leaders or platoon commanders, and thus of negligible military
value. 

According to one of the sources, in recent weeks, many of these attacks only killed
civilians and were carried out despite uncertainty about whether they would hit any
military targets. Such “misses,” according to several sources, stem from military policies
that allow strikes to go ahead without thorough checks — for example, without verifying in
real-time that the target is actually present in the building.
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Smoke billows following Israeli strikes on the al-Qattaa family home in al-Tuffah neighborhood in Gaza
City on May 31, 2025. (Omar Elqataa)

Muhammad Shehada, a Palestinian political analyst from Gaza and a visiting fellow at the
European Council on Foreign Relations, said these policies should be viewed in the
context of Israel’s systematic efforts to destroy everything left standing in Gaza.

“No neighborhood in Gaza is fully evacuated,” Shehada said. “Even in areas Israel has
been occupying for some time, there would be elderly people, people with disabilities,
pregnant women, kids, and orphans who have no one to help them evacuate.”

Shehada explained that since Hamas or Hamas-affiliated individuals are present
everywhere in Gaza, these bombing policies amount to “basically carpet bombing or
indiscriminate bombing, using unarmed, rank-and-file Hamas members as a pretext to
achieve the real goal, which is maximum destruction.” He noted that prior to October 7,
Israel would bomb civilian infrastructure in Gaza to deter the population from supporting
Hamas, but this time “it’s not about deterrence, it’s about extermination.”

‘Gazans are seen as worthless’

Since Israel violated the ceasefire in March, airstrikes have killed dozens of Palestinians
in Gaza every day, the vast majority of which the Israeli army has confirmed are civilians.
In May, the average death rate in Gaza stood at 62 people per day, according to reports
from the Ministry of Health.
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Several of the deadliest airstrikes in recent weeks have targeted schools and hospitals
filled with refugees as part of a deliberate strategy, according to a new investigation by
The Guardian. Previously considered “sensitive sites,” these locations are now also
categorized by the military as “heavy centers” (based on the claim that they host a high
concentration of Hamas operatives), and the procedures for authorizing airstrikes against
them have been relaxed.

Since early May, the army has hit at least six schools in Gaza, killing more than 120
Palestinians. +972 and Local Call has learned that in one of the recently bombed schools,
the number of civilians killed was three times higher than the number of people the army
estimated to be there.

Palestinians walk the ruined hallways of the Fahmi Al-Jarjawi school, in the al-Daraj neighborhood of
Gaza City, after it was targeted by Israeli airstrikes, May 31, 2025. (Omar Elqataa)

On May 12, the army struck the Jabalia Girls School, reportedly killing 15 people. One
survivor recounted how they collected the bodies into bags from the school stairwell “like
meat.” Another survivor said the explosion woke him at 1 a.m.; he ran and saw the
classrooms burning.

“While we were watching the bodies burn, the army called and told us to evacuate the
school because they’re going to bomb it again,” he said. “We couldn’t take the burned and
wounded children; there were still people alive.” When they returned to the school, those
people were already dead.
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The IDF spokesperson often claims that Hamas command centers are located in schools,
but an intelligence source told +972 and Local Call that this is often an exaggeration. “You
bomb two classrooms in a school and kill children just to hit a few low-level operatives,”
he said. “They do it because the lives of Gazans are seen as worthless, they’re viewed as
an obstacle.”

As +972 and Local Call have previously reported, throughout the war in Gaza, the Israeli
army has systematically targeted suspected military operatives when they do not pose
any immediate threat — resulting in mass civilian casualties for every authorized strike on
military targets. Multiple intelligence sources confirmed for this investigation that the army
continues to carry out these “targeted killings” of suspected military operatives in civilian
settings, such as schools or family homes, resulting in some of the deadliest attacks since
the resumption of the war in March.

‘A de facto ghetto’

Last month, +972 and Local Call revealed that Israel’s systematic destruction of the Gaza
Strip – mainly the work of bulldozers and explosives — is the result of a deliberate
decision to prevent residents from returning. Just this past week, various videos have
surfaced showing bulldozers demolishing homes in Gaza or large buildings being blown
up, with the Israeli daily Maariv reporting that “thousands of buildings have been
demolished” in recent days.

This ongoing destruction comes as Israel expands “Operation Gideon’s Chariots,” one of
whose stated goals is the concentration of Gaza’s population into designated zones. And
as Israeli leaders openly and explicitly call to expel all Palestinians from Gaza, the deadly
bombing campaign is another tool used to facilitate population transfer.
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An Israeli soldier stands next to the fence encircling the Gaza Strip, March 18, 2025. (Chaim
Goldberg/Flash90)

“The IDF openly says that the pressure on the civilian population is intended to create a
real threat to Hamas rule in the Strip,” an Israeli military correspondent wrote this week. 

The testimony of the two intelligence sources, along with those of two additional security
sources who were in Gaza in recent months, reinforces this claim. According to the
intelligence sources, since March, airstrikes have often been carried out simply “for the
sake of attacking,” with no significant direct military value. “There aren’t many targets left.
Everyone who mattered has already been killed or is hiding really well. So they’re
forcefully looking for targets, and these are just very low quality,” one intelligence source
described the situation in recent weeks.

A security source who served in Gaza in recent weeks told +972 and Local Call that the
basic logic of “Operation Gideon’s Chariots” is to exert pressure on Hamas through the
civilian population by systematically destroying Gaza.

“Instead of in-and-out operations, it’s enter and flatten. Every area the IDF takes, the IDF
flattens,” he explained. “The idea is ultimately to push everyone into Al-Mawasi and turn a
single neighborhood into the home of two million people, fenced in and controlled by the
military, with access only through checkpoints, and the only place where humanitarian aid
is brought in. 

“The army doesn’t use the words ‘ghetto’ or ‘ethnic cleansing,’” he added, “[but] it’s a de
facto ghetto.”
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Most read on +972

+972 contacted the IDF Spokesperson for comment on this report; their response will be
added here if received.

A version of this article was published in Hebrew on Local Call. Read it here.

Yuval Abraham is a journalist and filmmaker based in Jerusalem.

Our team has been devastated by the horrific events of this latest war. The world is
reeling from Israel’s unprecedented onslaught on Gaza, inflicting mass devastation
and death upon besieged Palestinians, as well as the atrocious attack and
kidnappings by Hamas in Israel on October 7. Our hearts are with all the people
and communities facing this violence. 



We are in an extraordinarily dangerous era in Israel-Palestine. The bloodshed has
reached extreme levels of brutality and threatens to engulf the entire region. Emboldened
settlers in the West Bank, backed by the army, are seizing the opportunity to intensify
their attacks on Palestinians. The most far-right government in Israel’s history is ramping
up its policing of dissent, using the cover of war to silence Palestinian citizens and left-
wing Jews who object to its policies.

This escalation has a very clear context, one that +972 has spent the past 14 years
covering: Israeli society’s growing racism and militarism, entrenched occupation and
apartheid, and a normalized siege on Gaza.

Siamo ben posizionati per affrontare questo momento pericoloso, ma abbiamo bisogno
del vostro aiuto. Questo periodo terribile metterà a dura prova l'umanità di tutti coloro che
lavorano per un futuro migliore in questa terra. Palestinesi e israeliani si stanno già
organizzando e elaborando strategie per combattere la battaglia della loro vita.

Possiamo contare sul tuo sostegno ? +972 Magazine è una delle principali voci
mediatiche di questo movimento, una piattaforma disperatamente necessaria dove
giornalisti, attivisti e pensatori palestinesi e israeliani possono raccontare e
analizzare ciò che sta accadendo, guidati da umanesimo, uguaglianza e giustizia.
Unisciti a noi.

DIVENTA UN MEMBRO +972 OGGI
More About October 7 war
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Israel no longer hides its genocidal aims in Gaza. Will the world keep looking away?
Since Trump's return, Israel has dropped all pretenses of self-defense. But even as it
evades accountability, it has cemented its legacy as a global pariah.
By Omar H. Rahman June 3, 2025

For more Israelis, calling out war crimes is no longer taboo
Recognition of the army’s atrocities in Gaza has moved into mainstream Israeli discourse.
This alone cannot end the war — but it's a profound shift.
By Meron Rapoport May 29, 2025
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In ‘Severed,’ a Palestinian child pieces together the shattered fragments of his life
At 18, Mohamad Saleh has survived five wars on Gaza, lost his leg to an Israeli sniper,
and endured several additional surgeries. My new film tells his story.
By Jen Marlowe May 22, 2025
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