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Il campo di tortura israeliano nel deserto deve affrontare una sfida
legale

Maureen Clare Murphy Diritti e responsabilita 11 giugno 2024

Uomini palestinesi arrestati durante I'offensiva di terra israeliana nel nord di Gaza ricevono cure mediche
dopo il loro rilascio presso I'ospedale al-Najjar a Rafah, nel sud di Gaza, il 24 dicembre 2003.
Abed Rahim Khatib DPA

Israele sta affrontando una sfida legale riguardo al suo famigerato campo militare di Sde
Teiman nel deserto del Nagab, appena a est di Gaza, dove dall’inizio di ottobre tiene detenuti
migliaia di palestinesi ritenuti sospetti combattenti illegali.

Reuters ha riferito la scorsa settimana che Israele intende “eliminare gradualmente”
'impianto di Sde Teiman.
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La CNN, citando le affermazioni fatte da un procuratore statale durante un'udienza mercoledi
presso |'Alta Corte israeliana, ha riferito che diverse centinaia di detenuti sono gia stati
trasferiti da Sde Teiman ad altri centri di detenzione, inclusa la prigione militare di Ofer in
Cisgiordania.

Altre centinaia saranno trasferite nelle prossime settimane, secondo il procuratore dello
Stato.

Ma Israele utilizzera comunque il campo militare per il suo “screening iniziale dei detenuti”,
secondo I’Associazione per i diritti civili in Israele, uno dei gruppi che hanno avviato
procedimenti legali per chiudere Sde Teiman.

“Trattenere detenuti nel campo di Sde Teiman & vietato sia dal diritto israeliano che da quello
internazionale, anche se per brevi periodi e quando il numero di detenuti € basso”, ha
affermato il gruppo per i diritti.

“Realta incomprensibile”

Sde Teiman é stata descritta come la risposta israeliana alla prigione di Guantanamo, un
campo militare americano dove dal 2002 sono detenuti quasi 800 uomini e ragazzi
musulmani.

“Guantanamo é diventato un simbolo di ingiustizia, abuso e disprezzo per lo stato di diritto”,
secondo I’American Civil Liberties Union.

Lo stesso si potrebbe dire per Sde Teiman.

| palestinesi di Gaza trattenuti nella struttura di Sde Teiman e successivamente rilasciati,
cosi come i medici che hanno lavorato sul posto , hanno fornito testimonianze orribili
riguardo al trattamento nel campo.

“Piu di 1.000 detenuti sono tenuti in strutture simili a gabbie, senza letti o altre attrezzature”,
secondo I’Associazione per i diritti civili in Israele, che ha riferito all’Alta corte israeliana che i
detenuti vengono bendati “per giorni anche durante le cure mediche e i servizi igienici”.
utilizzo."

"Le testimonianze hanno rivelato una realta incomprensibile di interventi chirurgici eseguiti
senza anestesia, di detenzione di detenuti per giorni e giorni in posizioni dolorose e di
ammanettamenti cosi gravi che hanno portato all'amputazione”, ha detto il gruppo israeliano
per i diritti umani.

A whistleblower who worked at Sde Teiman described doctors denying painkillers to a
detainee during an operation in what he and others felt “had been a deliberate act of
revenge.”
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Former detainees, many of whom were arbitrarily swept up by Israeli troops in Gaza and
held without any way of communicating with their families or a lawyer, amounting to enforced
disappearance, have said they were beaten, given electric shocks during interrogation and
deprived of adequate food.

Diaa al-Kahlout, the Gaza bureau chief for the London-based Al-Araby al-Jadeed
newspaper, said he was subjected to torture daily and lost nearly 100 pounds during his
more than month-long detention at Sde Teiman. Upon his release, the journalist’s vision was
impaired after being “blinded for 33 consecutive days and nights.”

“Unbearable pain”

Younis al-Hamlawi, a senior nurse who was arrested in November after leaving al-Shifa
hospital in Gaza City, told The New York Times that during his interrogation at Sde Teiman, a
female officer ordered two soldiers to penetrate his rectum with a metal stick, causing him to
bleed and experience “unbearable pain.”

Al-Hamlawi’s account echoes that of a released detainee interviewed by the UN agency for
Palestine refugees, which has been collecting_testimonies from Palestinians dumped by
Israel at the Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza.

The detainee interviewed by UNRWA said that he and others “were subjected to electrical
shocks through their anuses, causing another man he was detained with to get sick and die.’

Al-Hamlawi’s testimony was buried dozens of paragraphs down in the lengthy feature story
published by The New York Times, which makes no mention of sexual abuse reported by
Palestinian detainees in either the title or teaser.

By contrast, the same publication “gave the front page to a debunked hoax article alleging
Palestinian militants sexually assaulted Israelis en masse” during the 7 October attack, as
pointed out by journalist Max Blumenthal.

Blumenthal’'s The Grayzone and other independent media outlets, such as Mondoweiss and
The Electronic Intifada, have led the debunking of the Times article. The debunked article
has been used to manufacture consent for what human rights experts say may amount to
grave violations of international law by Israel in Gaza, including the use of sexual violence.

Palestinians who were subjected to electric shocks during interrogation, including al-
Hamlawi, said that they were forced to wear only a diaper.

Nearly three dozen people died while being held Sde Teiman, Israeli personnel at the facility
told The New York Times.

War crime
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The detention of residents of occupied territory in prisons outside of that territory is a
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, as observed by Addameer, a Palestinian human
rights and prisoner advocacy group.

This practice “is also recognized as a war crime under Article 8 of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court,” according to Addameer.

Israeli violations against Palestinian detainees are hardly limited to the Sde Teiman facility.
Palestinians held at other Israeli prisons are also being treated appallingly.

Adnan al-Bursh, the head of orthopedics at al-Shifa hospital, the largest medical facility in
Gaza, was killed in mid-April after reportedly being beaten and tortured in Ofer prison in the
West Bank.

Al-Bursh was abducted by Israeli troops at a hospital in northern Gaza in mid-December.

As of early May, when al-Bursh’s death in Israeli custody was first reported, nearly 500
medical workers had been killed in Gaza since 7 October, and another 1,500 were wounded
and more than 300 were being held by Israel, according to the health ministry in the territory.

The Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor published a report in late May based on the
testimonies of 100 Palestinian men, women, boys and girls who had been detained by Israel
during its ground invasion of Gaza and later released.

The Geneva-based group concluded in its report that “the Israeli army routinely commits
widespread crimes of arbitrary arrest, enforced disappearance, premeditated murder, torture,
inhuman treatment, sexual violence and denial of a fair trial.”

Palestinians testified to Euro-Med Monitor that they were also beaten, subjected to
psychological and physical torture, denied access to food and medical care and made to
endure degrading acts such as being spat and urinated on by soldiers.

Demand for ICC investigation

Addameer denounced the omission of Israel’s abuses against Palestinian prisoners and
detainees in the recent announcement by Karim Khan, the chief prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court, stating that he was seeking arrest warrants for senior Israeli
officials.

For decades, Israel has built a “judicial system” for the purpose of controlling, criminalizing
and collectively punishing Palestinians, according to Addameer.

This system allowed Israel to arbitrarily arrest masses of Palestinians after 7 October,
Addameer added.
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Nearly 9,000 Palestinians have been arrested since then, Addameer said on 22 May, and
are being held in deteriorating conditions and subjected to increasing acts of torture and ill-
treatment.

Addameer ha invitato Khan a indagare sul personale israeliano per i crimini commessi contro
i detenuti palestinesi, compreso l'uso di ordini di detenzione amministrativa con cui Israele
trattiene i palestinesi senza accusa o processo sulla base di prove segrete nascoste al
detenuto e al suo avvocato.

Il gruppo per i diritti umani ha specificamente invitato Khan a indagare sul ministro della
sicurezza nazionale israeliano Itamar Ben-Guvir, sugli attuali ed ex capi del servizio carcerario
israeliano e di altre autorita carcerarie, nonché sui giudici e pubblici ministeri militari israeliani
e sul capo del “servizio di sicurezza israeliano per la sua responsabilita per le torture
praticate durante gli interrogatori”.

Francesca Albanese, relatrice speciale delle Nazioni Unite per la Cisgiordania e la Striscia di
Gaza, ha affermato che “impalpare i prigionieri con barre di metallo nel retto” non € che uno
delle “migliaia di orrori che i palestinesi hanno dovuto sopportare negli ultimi otto mesi”.

“Tuttavia, abusi, torture, uccisioni di massa, distruzioni sfrenate sono state la realta
quotidiana per i palestinesi sotto il dominio israeliano per oltre mezzo secolo”, ha aggiunto
Albanese.

“Israele opera come una dittatura militare, commettendo ogni sorta di crimini compreso
I'apartheid [con] I'obiettivo di rimuovere i palestinesi dalla loro terra”.

Il blog di Maureen Clare Murphy
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Maureen Clare Murphy & caporedattrice di The Electronic Intifada.
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